Proposal for emergency rule changes to deal with batten and batten end finish problems
Current situation 
Several issues have arisen from incorrect or omitted wording of the rules dealing with battens and batten pockets.

Also, it is difficult to make a mainsail that complies exactly with class rule G.3.1(a)(5) as the definition of batten pocket points in G.2.4 permits no margin of error, and no margin of error is provided in the dimensions of G.3.3. It is generally understood that the ISAF-RSD guidelines for measurement, "Resolution, Error and Accuracy of Measurements", allow measurement to within 1 mm where dimensions are expressed in mm. In practice, G.3.1(a)(5) will probably yield a sail that does not meet the rule by some, possibly very small value. 
In addition to the above it has become apparent that the practice of folding a piece of sticky material over the outer end of a batten is at present illegal due to the omission of a rule or wording that permits the use of tabling in any other region of the sail, other than that permitted at the luff as per rules G.3.1.(b)(1) and G.4.1(b)(1) at present.

Similarly the sticky patch at the inner end of a batten, where no full size batten pocket is being used is questionable. 

Furthermore the wording of rules G.3.1(a)(4)  and G.4.1(b)(7) do not permit a batten pocket and

a batten to be used in conjunction.

Proposal

Amend Rule G.2.4 to read as follows: -

G.2.4 Definitions

Batten Pocket Point

The batten pocket point is defined as the intersection of the approximate centerline of the batten pocket and /or batten, if there is no batten pocket, extended as necessary and the leech, or line of the leech, extended as necessary.

And amend Rules G.3.1(b)(1) and G.4.1(b)(1) to read as follows : -

G.3.1(b)(1) Tabling, tabling at the luff may form a pocket for a mast spar jackstay.

G.4.1(b)(1) Tabling, tabling at the luff may form a pocket for a headsail stay.

Also amend Rules G.3.1(a)(4) and G.4.1(b)(7) to read as follows : -

G.3.1(a)(4) The sail shall have three batten pockets and / or battens, if there are no batten pockets, at the leech.

G.4.1(b)(7) Not more than two batten pockets and / or battens, if there are no batten pockets, at the leech.

Add the following: -

> G2.4
Definitions

> 
Batten Patch

> 
The batten patch is defined as Primary Reinforcement at the inner > end of a batten where no batten pocket is used.

>> G3.3
Dimensions

> 
Primary Reinforcement

> 
Batten Patch> ...................................................…………..........max   20mm

>> G4.3
Dimensions

> 
Primary Reinforcement

> 
Batten Patch> .............................................…………................max   20mm

Comments

These amendments and additions follow principals from the ERS (extended lines to find a “virtual” point) and are in keeping with ISAF Policy and Intent of Class Rules for maintaining a “tightly restricted” sail plan with simplicity, durability and low cost in mind.

