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Situated halfway between open countryside and the mountains and crossed by the rivers 

Guadalete and Majaciete, Arcos de la Frontera in Andalusia, Southern Spain, is one of 

Europe�s most beautiful towns.  These rivers give rise to the reservoirs of Bornos and Arcos, 

both declared Protected Areas for their outstanding natural landscape and wetlands. 

  

Arcos de la Frontera, which has its origins in Arabic times, is one of the most notable exam-

ples of towns built on high cliffs and occupies the peak and slopes of a steep rocky crag cut 

by the action of the river Guadalete. The town itself varies, in its altitude, from 50 metres 

above the level of the river to over 195m at its highest point at the base of the castle and of-

fers a splendid panorama of the surrounding countryside. The access road to the reservoir of 

Arcos gives particularly good views. 

The historic-artistic town has been declared of National Tourism Interest and the old town 

walls that encircle the centre are worth a particular mention. The labyrinth of steep, narrow 

(and torturous!) streets and the multitude of hideaways and beautiful monuments such as the 

Castle and the church of San Pedro make Arcos well worth the visit. One of the �must see� 

monuments is the Basilica of Santa Maria de la Asuncion and its historic organ. 



Arcos is worth visiting slowly and calmly, it is to be discovered without hurry, strolling 

through the winding streets and suddenly finding the gift of a spectacular sunset and listen-

ing to the harmonic sound of its church bells, contemplating its typically Andalusian �patios� 

and architecture and joining in with a typical �fiesta�. 

Among the other activities that Arcos can offer the visitor are water sports, fishing, horse 

riding, ultra-light and hang-gliding. It can also be used as a starting point for multiple excur-

sions to visit the famous �Route of the White Villages�.  The gastronomic delights of Andalu-

sia must not be forgotten either and a wide range of dishes will tempt the palette. 

 

THE RESERVOIR OF ARCOS 

 

 

 

 

AMENITIES AT THE RESERVOIR 

In relation to our sport and the world of Radio Control yachting, the reservoir of Arcos is 

situated in an exceptional place with specifically designed facilities and all of the necessary 

infrastructures � hotels, campsite, and restaurants etc. all next to the regatta area and only a 

short distance from the town itself, making it ideal for all the family to come and enjoy a 

taste of the real Spain. 



REGATTA VENUE 

The regatta site itself is situated neat the central part of the southern bank of the reser-

voir/lake, where the shore forms a small point towards the centre of the lake.  It is open to 

wind from almost all direction.  The dominant winds at the time of the year of our event, 

October, are W and WSW of moderate strength although it occasionally blows from the SW.  

 

The large elevated control zones give excellent views over the water and multiple courses can 

be set up if necessary (e.g. as practice areas.) October has a very favourable climate with 

very little rain, and warm days, and mild evenings. 

 



 

AN INVITATION 

The organisers and host club of �Arcos 2004, IOM European Championships� invite all IOM 

sailors to visit us during the next 15 months when we expect to hold a number of test and 

pre-Europeans of international status.  

The 2004 IOM Championships will be supported by the Town Council of Arcos, Sport Anda-

lusia (The Sports and Tourism Council of Andalusia) and sponsored by a number of impor-

tant collaborating companies, which are already involved in International Yacht Regattas in 

Spain. 
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