
As a result of matters that have arisen at the 2026 IOM Worlds, it has come as a surprise to many that the IOM Class Rules do not require that the tack point of the mainsail be set at or above the mast lower point.  It has, if is fair to say, been widely assumed that the mast upper and lower point limit mark bands (with a maximum distance between them for “mast A” of 1600mm) represent controls on the length of the mainsail luff.  

However, the only restriction in the IOM Class Rules regarding the position of the mainsail tack point is as follows:

C.8.3 USE
	(b) MAINSAIL
		(1) The tack point shall not be set more than 25 mm forward of the forward end of the boom spar

ERS B.1.2 does specify that:

Mast Lower Limit Mark

When a sail is set on a main boom, foremast boom or mizzen boom, the extension of the upper edge of the spar shall intersect the mast spar above the mast lower limit mark, with the boom spar on the mast spar centreplane and at 90° to the mast spar.

However, the following is also the case:

ERS B.1.2 actually controls the position of the boom (in this case) requiring it to be above the lower limit mark.  Clearly, this also controls the sail but is not what is required for the IOM Class.

IOM Class Rule C.1.1 specifies that the, inter alia, ERS B.1.2 does not apply.  Presumably because it is permissible/required in the IOM Class for the boom to be below the limit mark.  Regardless, the net effect is that there is no control whatsoever on the position of the mainsail tack point relative to the limit marks.

It is to be noted that ERS B.1.1 (Mast Upper Limit Mark) is applicable to the IOM Class and states:

1. TRILATERAL SAIL
The mainsail shall be set so that no visible part of it shall be higher than a line projected at 90⁰ to the mast spar at the upper point.

In summary, then, the position of the head point of the mainsail is controlled with respect to the upper limit.  However, the position of the tack point is not controlled with respect to the lower limit.

Accordingly, it is proposed that the IOM Class Rules are modified to add C.8.3(b)(4) as follows:

C.8.3 USE

(b) MAINSAIL

(4) The tack point of the mainsail, projected at 90o to the mast spar, shall not be set below the mast lower point. 


This wording is essentially taken from the Marblehead Class Rules.

Despite the unusual nature of this issue, I do not see it as an emergency.  While the IOM Class Rules are not what is intuitively expected and appear to permit a mainsail luff longer than 1600mm (for an A sail), the reality is this:

1. The maximum distance from the lower point to the deck is 100mm.  Few, if any, current IOM have more than around 50mm between the lower point and the deck limit mark.
2. A gooseneck, boom, and boom vang are all required meaning that, realistically, a sail could perhaps reach a maximum of 50mm lower than the lower point before it reaches the boom.
3. Because the leech, foot, and quarter width are all controlled, extending the length of the luff by 50mm causes a very small increase in sail area – around 7,000 sq mm or ½ of the difference between an A sail made to minimum dimensions and a sail made to maximum dimensions.

Nevertheless, it could be reasonable to take the view that such a difference between expectation and reality is sufficient to require the above change to be implemented as emergency change.

Your views are requested.
